THE PSYCHO-ANALYTIC STUDY OF THE FAiMILY
one of the lovers is already married or affianced to a third
person, usually a relative, and one who on analysis can
easily be shown to represent the parent who stood in the
way of the first love of the child.)1.
The desire for In a number of other cases stress is laid not so much on
obstacles in the t^e unfree condition of the loved • object, but, more generally,
way of love ^ ^ barrier raised by the incestuous nature of the desired
relationship. This factor will of course in the majority of cases
merely add its force to those demanding previous marriage
or betrothal to another as a necessary qualification of the
loved object, but will sometimes manifest itself alone as a
felt need for the occurrence of some sort of hindrance to the
consummation of love, the lover being unable to derive full
satisfaction from the union or to remain permanently attracted
to his chosen object in the absence of such hindrance2.
Here it will usually be found that the loved object is un-
consciously identified with the parent or with some other near
relation.
In other cases the desire for some kind of obstacle may
manifest itself in a tendency to keep secret the existence and
the circumstances of the love. With persons subject to this
tendency (which would seem to be found more especially among
women) a love affair may lose a great part—or perhaps the
whole—of its attractiveness as soon as it is made public and
is openly admitted, as by the act of marriage.
The rescue	Since the thought of the sexual  relations of the parents
P antasy ^ ^^ on account of jealousy and on account of the re-
pression of incestuous cravings, ope that is usually extremely
distasteful to the child, the latter often likes to imagine that
the loved parent enters into such relations unwillingly and
under compulsion. Such a belief can arise most easily in a
boy's mind as regards his mother: it then in its turn gives
rise to the idea of rescuing the mother from the unwelcome
1 Otto Rank, " Das Inzestmotiv in Dichtung und Sage," especially p. 121.
3 An interesting example of this curious desire is quoted by Rank
(Das Inzestmotiv in Dichtung und Sage, p. 94.) from the life of Schiller:
on the occasion of the publication of the banns for the marriage between
the poet and Charlotte von Lengefeld, the former is said to have remarked
jokingly to his bride that it would be a pity if no one came to
raise some objection to the marriage or to dispute his right to Charlotte's
hand!
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